
Following last year’s spectacular 
programme, this year sees the return of 
Russia and Revolution – this year we 
will be ONLINE!  Dr Robert Bunce will 
chair the day and will also deliver an exam 
session providing fi rst-hand insights.

Lara Douds will ask us to rethink the 
aspriations and motivations of Lenin.  Was 
he a liberator or a tyrant?  Was he an 
ideologist or a pragmatist?  Looking at the 
contrasting historiography and some new 
fi ndings, she will explore Lenin’s infl uence 
and shaping of the Soviet state.  George 
Gilbert will take us on a journey back to the 
year 1917.  He will consider the impact of 
the Great War in Russia and summarise the 
events of the revolutionary year, including 
how the Bolsheviks were adept at sloganizing 
the people’s concerns.  He will also look 
at the Civil War period and consider why 
commemoration of the centenary of 1917 has 
been downplayed in contemporary Russia.  

Philippa Hetherington will explore the 
changes that happened during ‘The Soviet 
Roaring 20s: Society and Politics under 
NEP’.  After victory in the Russian Civil War, 
the Bolsheviks set about remaking Russian 

society.  In their effort to create the world’s 
fi rst ‘workers’ state’, they enacted policies 
that revolutionised law, economics, culture, 
art and education.  This exciting talk will 
examine the intended and unintended 
consequences of Bolshevik approaches to
the family, ethnic groups and class structure.

Christopher Read will ask students 
to consider the question ‘Was Stalin a 
Revolutionary?’.  He will examine the 
question of what motivated Stalin in 
his transformation of the USSR, taking 
into account the nature of the political, 
economic, social and cultural revolutions 
and the international context.  Polly Jones
will bring Nikita Khrushchev’s leadership 
into the spotlight, focussing on his constant 
shifting between attacking and defending 
Stalinist policies.  Analysing these shifts 
in ‘memory politics’, she will consider the 
broader continuities and changes in terms 
of the economy, political system and the 
everyday life of Soviet citizens.

This fantastic day will give students the 
chance to ask questions and leave them 
with a renewed excitement and interest in 
world history.

Our informative, inspirational History in Action programmes have been 
carefully crafted to provide comprehensive support for students working 
on either Russia in the period 1894–1964 or 20th-century Germany.  
Each programme will feature fi ve fascinating presentations by eminent 
historians with a wealth of expertise in these areas.  There will also be a 
lively examination session to equip students with the strategies, tools and 
confi dence they need to excel.  With plenty of time for questions too, 
students are guaranteed to leave motivated and inspired.

TOPICS:
• World War 1, the 1917  
 Revolution and Civil War

• Vladimir Lenin as revolutionary  
 and statesman

• Russia in the 1920s – the New  
 Economic Policy

• Joseph Stalin – motivation,  
 dictatorship and legacy

• Nikita Khrushchev and the  
 dismantling of Stalinism

For further information and to book visit  www.thetrainingpartnership.org.ukfacebook.com/eduinaction @edu_in_action
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